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CASCON Factor Coding Form

INSTRUCTIONS

In connection with our earlier research on local conflicts, i.e. small wars and near-wars other than
those in which both superpowers were directly involved, under the sponsorship of the U.S. Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency, we devised a dynamic model according to which all conflicts can go through a number of
standard phases. Phase I is when a Dispute begins. Phase II is the beginning of a Conflict, signalled by
at least one side viewing the dispute in potentially military terms. If hostilities break out the Conflict
is in Phase III, within which it can intensify (escalate) or not. If fighting ends but the conflict remains,
it is Phase IV; if only the dispute remains it is Phase V. Ideally the case can go to Settlement any time.

Between each Phase is a threshhold marking the point of transition. Within each Phase we identified
Factors, that is events, facts, situations, and the like, which we believed influenced the direction of
the conflict toward or away from violence, i.e. were Conflict-Promoting or Conflict-Minimizing. Each Factor
was considered to be influential on the course of the conflict, tending toward or away from violence. (We
were of course aware that avoidance of violence is not necessarily always the prime objective. Our chief
concern was in finding solutions to conflicts, particularly those that could involve the nuclear powers.)

We have now developed an experimental pilot model of a computerized system for handling such information
on local conflict (CASCON), with the aim of supplying to the official facing an incipient (or critical) local
conflict situation both an aid to his memory (through speedy retrieval of factors in similar past conflicts),
and an aid to his imagination (through statistical computer analyses of similar combinations of factors,
along with related conflict-controlling measures that might be relevant to the new conflict). We have
amassed tentative lists of factors, along with relevant policy measures, for about half of the local
conflicts that have taken place since 1945. From these we have developed the attached general list of
factors classified by subject within Phases I, II, and III. (For purposes of this experimental pilot
system we are considering P-IV factors as the same as P-II, and new hostilities as new P-1II's.)

Both the United Nations and governments have already found the pilot CASCON system potentially useful.
Your expert knowledge of the relevance and strength of factors tending either toward or away from vio-
lence will help to make this system an even more useful tool to national and UN officials, as well as scholars,
who share a concern for minimizing conflicts and avoiding great power war.

Lincoln P. Bloomfield

Director. Amms Control Proj
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PHASE I

CASE:

"STATUS QUC'SIDE:

""NON-STATUS QUO'SIDE:

DATE PHASE BEGAN:

CODER:
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